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(San Francisco, CA – April 15, 2010)  Susan Donham of Spinning Yarns Dance Collective and Robin Anderson in collaboration with Chicago based RE|Dance combine their creative efforts to co-present Standing in the Current, an evening of contemporary dance and dance theater works. With a shared interest in peoples’ stories, the production highlights many different characters journeys’ through the terrain of human fragility and strength.  The show’s three works explore the contrast of leading and being guided, controlling and surrendering, and transitioning in both calm and out of control states. Anderson and RE|Dance present a work that delves into the construction of the artistic mind while Donham presents two explorations around impermanence and love. Together both groups’ choreographic investigations display the vulnerability of individuals’ stories. The production marks Spinning Yarns’ 12th anniversary as well as Robin Anderson’s committed practice to long distance collaboration to give small dance companies national exposure.

The evening opens with Holding On and Letting Go:  For Amy a work in which Donham draws upon her experiences as an interfaith chaplain and the sudden death of her sister in a rock climbing accident.  Holding On and Letting Go:  For Amy began with imagery from a story of a woman spreading her brother‘s ashes into the ocean at Sutro Baths. Evolving through a series of metaphors, the dance invokes images of support as the dancers embody both literal and figurative understandings of holding on and letting go:  kelp forests enveloped and sustained by water; a fish transforming into a bird in order to fly, a person climbing a cliff with birds soaring above it, and a final dance for four couples where one partner is already gone. The dance has allowed the choreographer to express feelings regarding the loss of her sister for which she had no words.

Next on the program is The Mysterious Disappearance of the Second Youngest Sister a work that delves into the mind of a Victorian-era female author to unearth how the solitary act of fabricating fictional characters springs from a desire to connect with the living. Both delicate and frenetic, the trio explores the intertwined relationship of three characters caught within one young female writer’s reality and creative imagination. It uses the relationship between author and characters as a symbol for psychological unraveling and the desire to connect. Through images of sight, blindness, and travel, the work communicates the sensitive terrain of human frailty. With a focus on the development of recognizable characters, situations, and events, Robin Anderson and RE|Dance’s work is grounded in dance, theatre and sculpture, creating rich visual images that bring to life environments for dancers to inhabit and viewers to engage through all of their senses.

Holding On and Letting Go II, an exploration of transitions, sacred space, and impermanence, will close the evening’s program. The dance draws on choreographer Susan Donham’s experiences as an interfaith chaplain at UCSF Medical Center, as well as on the experiences of the company’s dancers.   Holding On and Letting Go II explores how people undergo transitions, both within a dance and within life. A hospital brings many forms of transitions in stark relief, from healing and loss on many scales to the extremes of birth and death. Chaplains enter into sacred space each time they enter a patient’s room.  Dancers create sacred space in class and on stage; they write their art in space, shaping, carving, creating it through their movement. This work explores these ideas through physical metaphors of holding on and letting go: of entering and exiting, cradling and being cradled, and confining and releasing.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS & THE HISTORY OF THEIR WORK: Spinning Yarns Dance Collective’s mission is to explore fundamental human themes through movement, metaphor, and story.  SYDC was founded by Susan Donham and Apryl Renee in 1998. Standing in the Current is our 12th annual home season. Spinning Yarns has both self-produced performances and co-produced shows with Right Brain Performancelab, Jenice Acosta Movers, and kelly kemp & dancers. The company has performed in showcases throughout the Bay Area, as well as the WestWave Dance Festival, Collaboration:  Music and Dance, and the Goose Route Dance Festival in West Virginia.  

The original version of The Mysterious Disappearance of the Second Youngest Sister premiered at The Ohio State University in December of 2006. Recently, it was featured in RE | Dance’s presentation of Portraits Triptych at Links Hall in Chicago on Jan 15-17, 2010. San Francisco based Robin Anderson with Chicago based Michael Estanich and Lucy Riner formally initiated their long distance choreographic efforts in 2009. Building upon their ten-year creative relationship, Anderson, Estanich and Riner are dedicated to long distance collaborations as a way to expand upon the exposure of local dance communities. Utilizing local resources, their collaborations, much like a cultural exchange, allow artists to broaden their perspective and exposure to dance that may otherwise be limited to their local communities. RE | Dance, led by Estanich and Riner, is committed to producing an annual season in Chicago under these philosophies, generating collaborations with artists from New York, Seattle, San Francisco, Georgia and beyond, and thus, offering a significant impact on each of these cities’ local dance communities. 
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Standing in the Current


Presented by 


Spinning Yarns Dance Collective 


and 


Robin Anderson with Chicago-based RE|Dance





June 4 & 5 @ 8:00PM, June 6 @ 3:00PM


Dance Mission Theater (3316 24th St., San Francisco)


Tickets: $17 in Advance/ $20 At the Door /$15 for Groups of 5 or more 


Tickets:  www.brownpapertickets.com
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